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The Search Committee has good news to
report. We have two strong candidates for our
open pulpit. They will conduct candidating : A
services on November 2 and November 9. CO““"’TL"
Our call is for an intentional interim pastor.

Unlike settled pastors, who serve for an indefinite term, intentional
interim ministers serve for a term of 18-24 months and cannot
become our settled pastor. In addition to the standard pastoral
duties, intentional interims focus on strategic planning for the
future. In the case of St. Paul, the committee determined it is
warranted to focus on our future during this next pastorate,
specifically on becoming more connected to the community and
leveraging our resources to grow our congregation. The qualities
we would like in a settled pastor (after the term of the intentional
interim) will also be examined. The congregation votes on whether
or not to call a settled pastor. Only the Consistory votes on the call
of an intentional interim minister, according to Conference rules.
Having said that, the Consistory wants as much feedback as
possible from the congregation as to the two candidates who are
preaching in November. Please plan to attend the two services
indicated and provide your input to Consistory members. If you
cannot attend, please view the services online. It is critical we
receive as much feedback as possible from the congregation on
this matter. It should be noted that the regularly scheduled
Consistory meeting is only two days after the second candidating
service, so it is necessary that you provide your opinion as quickly
as possible. It is also important to note that both services will hold
special observances. The November 2nd service is a communion
service and All Saints Day, when we remember those whom, we've
lost in the past year. The November 9th service will conduct our
remembrance for Veterans Day, when we honor those who have
served our country. Please help the Consistory make an informed
decision by attending or viewing both services and providing your
feedback.

Sam DeVlaminck
Mike Gebert
Eileen Harrison
Rev KC Lazzara
Rev Traci Bartell

Kelly Gawel - '.éﬁ?day, Nov- 23, 2025 after service
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We are hoping to go live with the new church website by the end
of November. We are just doing a couple last minute tweaks to
make sure that our church stands out when people are looking for
a new church to call home. Again, if anyone has recent pictures of
the church or happenings around the church, please send them to
Erich or Mike. We will be sharing the new website address as
soon as we give the go ahead to go live. Keep watching and
listening the next few weeks!!!

Beth

President’s Report Q 0@
Our last ConS|story meeting continued to focus mainly on the g
ongomg repairs following our flood and lightning strike. The:)\‘ Consistory & 1
insurance company has reimbursed us for the tower repair and the « Rummage ..'§
electrical work. They have sent us a check for cleanup of the" if‘t

basement, and | am optimistic that this will cover the majority of the ‘

cost. We are looking to remove the asbestos tiles from the janitor’s (?
closet and the back stairs on the flagpole side. We are also looking to hire a company to
wash the walls to remove any mold on the window side. We also discussed ways to
prevent further water damage.

The sound system is still a work in progress as the insurance company will not pay for a
whole new system. We are trying to determine if a totally new system is necessary or if we
can replace only part. If the whole system must be replaced, the insurance company will
cover about 2/3 of the cost.

We are looking forward to the two candidates that will be preaching the first two
Sundays in November. Please make every effort to come so you can hear the sermon and
ask questions. There will be a coffee hour both Sundays to give time to meet and greet.
Hope to see you all there!

Last Sunday, we only had 14 people at our service. | realize that some of our
congregation cannot make it to church due to health and other commitments at times.
Please remember that the church is not the building or the pastor. The church is the
congregation and we need to continue to support each other by attending services.
Rummage
The basement cleanup should be completed soon and once that is done; we will allow
people back into the basement to continue to sort. Our tentative date for the spring
rummage sale is April 18", which is a Saturday Please put it on your calendars now so we

can have plenty of help. At this time, it is scheduled to be one day, but that may change
depending on how much rummage we have. Stay tuned!

Shirene
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When Pope Francis died, there was talk about
‘canonizing” him as a “saint.” What does that mean?
Here we have to differentiate between what is meant by a
“saint” in scripture and what is meant by the same term in
(Roman Catholic) theology. In scripture, a saint is simply
a believer in the Way, or Christianity. Paul talks of saints
“falling asleep” (dying) and how the Second Coming will
I*® come soon after this happens. Obviously, Paul did not
# % have a direct pipeline to God’s intentions. And in fact,

: LS Matthew 24:36 tells us that only God knows the date of
the Second Coming; not even Jesus or the seraphim (a type of angel) know the date. So,
Paul’s saints will have to continue sleeping for now. We Protestants tend to accept Paul’s
definition of a saint as any believer, without other requirements.

On the other hand, Catholic theology offers a fairly rigorous definition of the term, and
the process used is called “canonization.” While | can’t offer chapter and verse of all the
requirements, | can tell you the person has to have died in a state of grace, that is to have
been in good standing with the Catholic Church, having taken the sacraments properly and
in a timely fashion. Alternatively, they may have been martyred for their faith. In addition,
at least two miracles of intercession have to be attributed to them. A “miracle of
intercession” is when the individual is believed to have successfully petitioned God, after
death, for a singular outcome, such as the miraculous healing of another individual. These
miracles must be documented. The candidate for sainthood goes through a lengthy
process (canonization) examining their beliefs, deeds and alleged deeds after death
(intercessions). There are folks in the Catholic hierarchy who are charged with advocating
for the saintly candidate. Similarly, there is always at least one individual responsible for
casting as much doubt as possible on the candidate’s worthiness, just to ensure that no
one who is unworthy makes it through the process. This is the so-called “devil’s
advocate.” There are various stages in canonization. First, the individual is named
“venerable” by the pope, meaning they are a person of virtue. Once one miracle has been
attributed to them, they are designated “beatified” or blessed. It is on the attribution of the
second miracle that they are deemed a saint in a formal ceremony. At that point, believers
can pray to them for intercession with God in general or for particular needs. Thus, there
are the patron saints of travelers (St. Christopher), lost things (St. Anthony), lost causes
(St. Jude), sailors (St. Brendan), and pregnancy and childbirth (St. Anne).

But what does all this mean for us? What does it take to get into heaven? Protestants,
as mentioned before, tend to go with the simpler definition of the word, but we still may
impose informal tests on the idea. Are there magic words that apply? Some
denominations say it requires that the individual be “born again,” publicly accepting Jesus
Christ as their savior and being baptized. Others are less specific. Let's see what
scripture says. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading,
kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter 1:3-5 NRSV) So here we have it.
God has given us salvation, and heaven as well, as a free gift, based on the resurrection.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
Paul echoes this concept, saying in Ephesians that “by grace we are saved through
faith,” that it is the gift of God, not through works (Chapter 2:8-9). Paradoxically, Matthew
25:25-42 tells us of the path that righteousness takes to heaven, and it is one of works.
We are to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the
naked, visit the sick and those in prison - doing it to the least of these, we are ministering
to Christ and will enter the halls of heaven. If we do not do these things we are cast into
the outer darkness, forever. These are the words of Jesus himself. And Paul speaks of
sowing joy as our task, especially in daily life. Philippians 4:4-9 tells us we are to do
everything as if we were offering it to God, in prayer, supplication and thanksgiving, and
then peace will follow. Given all this varied evidence, what will transport us to heaven after
we have “fallen asleep?” Faith, paying it forward to others and laying ourselves open to
the joy and peace the Spirit brings are what we need to do in life. And right now, we may
embody all this in a song that sends our thoughts soaring to God. For me, it is “In the Bulb
There is a Flower,” which transports me to a realm of joy beyond earthly delights.
“Blessed Assurance,” “How Great Thou Art” and “Abide with Me” also fill the bill. After all,
perhaps this transport itself is the meaning of heaven. And it is within the reach of all of
us.

Gail

October Happenings

« | went to a farmer’s market and | thought | could buy a
farmer, but no, farmers were there selling their fruits and
vegetables. | wasn’t on my best behavior, but a nice
puppy counselor walked me around and gave my parents
tips on reigning me back in. They say it's “adolescence.”

o My Fur Mom thought she was a professional manicurist
and tried to give me a pet-i-cure. She cut one of my nails
way too low. It looked like a scene from Law & Order in
our entryway. Ms. Shirene walked my mom through on
how to make it feel better.

« | continue to go to work with my Fur Dad. Sometimes, |
sneak out of his office and visit people in the kitchen.

o In class, we worked on stairs. Boy, was that easy. | zoomed up and down those stairs
super-fast, but for some reason, my dad kept slowing me down. He told me | was better
by the end of class.

« George Hamilton’s signature look is a bronzed tan. | guess | want to be like him
because you can always catch me working on my fan any time a sunbeam comes
through the window or door. It makes me relax, happy and my coat stays super shiny.

November Bucket List? Give thanks for a great family, continue to work on my manners,

come to church, AND turkey, turkey and more turkey. Who am | kidding—it'll be the same

old, dry-pressed pellets that | get every single day (oh, the glorious scent of organ meats
and other animal products—yum).

Jackson



I will be collecting New and Used greeting cards. The New cards
will go to a Card Ministry group that sends mail-out cards all over for . ;_ ,,p
Holidays, Birthdays, Get Well, Thinking of You, etc. The Used cards" \\\\

will be used for craft projects for seniors and children. | will have \

bins in the Nursery Room. Thank you!
Kim
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